
EYFS English Overview 

 

Term 1 and 2 (Autumn Terms) 
Reading 

(From 21 

steps 

Reading) 

Book Handling - Independently I show an interest in illustrations and print in books and the environment. 

- I know that information can be relayed in the form of print. 

- I can hold books the correct way up and turn pages. 

- I can listen to and join in with stories and poems, one-to-one and also in small groups. 

Phonological Awareness - I enjoy rhyming and rhythmic activities. 

- I show awareness of rhyme and alliteration. 

- I recognise rhythm in spoken language. 

- I can continue a rhyming string. 

- I can recognise familiar words and signs such as my own name and advertising logos. 

-I can hear syllables and clap the number I can hear 

Comprehension - I can join in with repeated refrains and anticipate key events and phrases in rhymes and stories. 

Writing 

(from 21 

steps 

Writing) 

- I use and enjoy mark making materials and give meaning to my marks. 

- I can write my name, although some letter formations may be incorrect and there is a mixture of lower/upper case letters. 

- I can write single letters or groups of letters that represent meaning. 

Speaking 

and 

listening 

(from 21  

Talking to others: 

competence; 

confidence; 

recitation, solo 

performance and 

presentation 

- I can speak in simple sentences. 

- I can speak about things that I like. 

- I can join in and say some familiar rhymes/ poems. 

Talking with others: 

listening; 

responding; 

discussion and 

debate 

- I can show I know how to listen. 

- I can talk about what I have heard. 

- I can listen and respond to what some else says. 

Role-play and drama - I can participate in role-play 

Phonics 

(Monster 

Phonics)  

 

  
 

Term 3 and 4 (Spring Terms) 
Reading 

(From 21 

steps 

Reading) 

Book Handling -I can look at books independently. 

- I can handle books carefully. 

- I know that print carries meaning and, in English, is read from left to right and top to bottom. 

-I know that in English we have a return sweep at the end of each line 

- I am developing one to one matching of words on the page with the word I speak 

-I can point to each word as I read 

- I understand the concepts of letter/words/ initial letter/grapheme 

Phonological Awareness - I can locate the initial letter in words and say the initial sound. 

- I can segment the sounds in simple words and blend them together. 

- I know which letters represent some of the sounds. 

Comprehension - I am beginning to be aware of the way stories are structured. 

- I can suggest how the story might end. 

- I can adapt my prediction if the story ends in a different way 

Writing 

(from 21 

steps 

Writing) 

- I can write some coherent statements, although spelling and letter formation may not be accurate. 

- I can hold a pencil effectively. 

- I show an awareness of sequencing of letters by spelling common single syllable words correctly in my writing. 

Speaking 

and 

listening 

(from 21  

Talking to others: 

competence; 

confidence; 

recitation, solo 

performance and 

presentation 

- I am beginning to add some detail to my spoken sentences. 

- When I speak I can make links to known stories, experiences or events. 

- I can show an awareness of tenses when I speak. 

- With some support, I can say familiar rhymes and poems. 

Talking with others: 

listening; 

responding; 

discussion and 

debate 

- I can listen actively to children and adults. 

- I can listen and usually link my questions and comments to what I have heard. 

- I can listen as part of a group. 

Role-play and drama - I can take part and use language to express myself. 



Phonics 

(Monster 

Phonics)  

 

  
 

Term 5 and 6 (Summer Terms) 
Reading 

(From 21 

steps 

Reading) 

Book Handling - I enjoy an increasing range of books. 

- I can use vocabulary and forms of speech that are increasingly influenced by my experience of books. 

-I am secure with one to one matching 

-I am able to control all aspects of book handling and am consistent with the direction I look at print when reading 

Phonological Awareness - I can link sounds to letters , naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet. 

- Begins to read words and simple sentences. 

- I am able to monitor if my reading is phonetically correct 

- I self-correct sometimes if my reading is not phonologically correct 

Comprehension - I can describe main story settings, events and principal characters. 

- I know that information can be retrieved from books and computers. 

-I am able to monitor if my reading 

Writing 

(from 21 

steps 

Writing) 

-I can spell some common words and make phonic attempts at spelling other words. 

- I can write 3 or more simple sentences that can be read without my help and that make sense. 

Speaking 

and 

listening 

(from 21  

Talking to others: 

competence; 

confidence; 

recitation, solo 

performance and 

presentation 

- I can respond differently to adults and children 

- I can change my language to show an awareness of a listeners needs 

-I can answer questions 

- I can use ideas from stories and my experiences when I speak. 

- I can use appropriate tenses in my spoken language. 

- I can independently recite familiar rhymes and poems. 

Talking with others: 

listening; 

responding; 

discussion and 

debate 

- I can listen actively and maintain my concentration for longer periods. 

- I can listen to stories and respond to them appropriately. 

- I can take turns within the groups. 

Role-play and drama - I am confident in expressing my ideas and actions in role-play and making suggestions. 

 - I can take part in a group or class performance. 

Phonics 

(Monster 

Phonics)  

 

  

 
 

 

Early Learning Goals 
                 

 


